ABSTRACT
epidemiology studies (since 2006) identified a total of 15 patients residing in Jagobiao (23, 24) .
72
From the M. leprae VNTR strain types (Table 2) , it can be noted, that there are at least three 73 transmission clusters. I49 clustered with the folP1 mutant L121, L257 and L259 samples 74 (Cluster A) and was also found to have the same Thr53Val mutation. These strains have a rare 75 combination of matching alleles within the Cebu VNTR database such as two copies at 21-3, 10 76 copies at (TA)10 and (AC)9 and 12 and 14 copies at (AT)17 and (AT)15 and an unusually high 77 copy number at the (TTC)21 locus. L121 and I49 are neighbors, and their houses are located near 78 those of L257 and L259. All of these patients attended the same high school and all but L259 79 attended the same primary school. They and their presumed index cases are residents of ECS 80 (see Table 3 ). 
